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Abstract

This modest study aims at trying to read the Arabic critical and rhetorical heritage a
contemporary reading that carries with it many pragmatic concepts taking into account the
independence of heritage with its cognitive and methodological characteristics. In this research, we
have tried to study the issue of truth and lying in the Arabic critical and rhetorical heritage from a
pragmatic perspective through investigating a number of opinions and positions of ancient Arab
critics and rhetoricians, as well as some muslim philosophers who theorized truth and lying in the
Arabic critical and rhetorical heritage. We have also tried to present their methods in dealing with
this issue from both theoretical and practical perspectives, and analyze it on the basis of the findings
of recent studies in the pragmatic discourse.

The ancient Arabs in their time raised issues close to pragmatic research in the discourse of
truth and lies, as many of the views of Austin, J. and his supporters were present among Arab critics
and rhetoricians who were proactive in their discovery of many issues that were rediscovered by the
pragmatists, such as John Austin, John Searle, H. Paul Grice, and others.

We can evoke the different pragmatic concepts in their treatment of the issue of truth and
lies such as taking into account the context, the intention of the speaker, the effect on the recipient,
the dialogue requirement, the benefit, the laws of discourse, and others, and this indicates a high
level of awareness of the critical studies and the Arabic rhetoric since our Arab heritage was a
forerunner to address the most important issues raised by pragmatic studies today, and this is what
this study showed.

Key words: Arab heritage, pragmatics, truth and lying, discourse laws, speech acts .




