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Abstract:

There is an attractive relationship between language and society, and the study of
sociolinguistics was guided to this fact in the middle of the last century, and its pioneers realized
the extent of the influence of the social and linguistic structures on each other, or the influence
of each on the other. After language was studied as a structure for itself and for itself, away from
the outside world, and in isolation from its social fabric in which it lives, the owners of the
social trend called for the necessity of studying language in light of social influences, and the
cultural, civilizational, political and ideological factors related to it, heralding the birth of a new
branch emerging from general linguistics, namely sociolinguistics, or social linguistics.

However, what is worth noting is that many of the issues dictated by modern
sociolinguistics were not absent from the intuition of some pioneers of linguistic studies in our

ancient heritage, and they did not miss those observations

and hypotheses about what results from the close link that connects language to society.
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Al-Jahiz is one of those who recorded precise observations on this subject, to the extent
that his ideas may agree and intersect with what modern human thought has created in terms of
methods and approaches that contribute to analyzing language according to the social
perspective, but he may differ from it in some concepts and terminology, and even in the
approach that addressed the linguistic phenomenon in light of social data. Therefore, this effort
came in an effort to achieve a social linguistic approach between ancient and modern linguistic
studies, by reviewing the most important of what has reached us from Al-Jahiz’s heritage and
what he has spread through his various famous works and writings, analyzing his observations
and opinions, and trying to apply them to what the pioneers of social linguistic studies dictate in
our days, and what they put forward in terms of ideas and concepts such as dialectal diversity
and social class, communication issues and patterns, linguistic friction, and the issue of language
and the context of the situation. All these issues and what is related to them, we will try -
through this research - to prove them to a scientific heritage figure who had the pioneering role
and the merit of precedence in establishing many of the linguistic issues raised by contemporary
human thought in general, and social linguistic thought in particular, which is represented by
the figure of Abu Uthman Amr ibn Bahr, known by the title of Al-Jahiz.

Key words:
Aljahiz - languge — Society — Dialects — Linguistic communication — Llinguistic friction —

Cotext of situation — Socolinguistics.
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