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Abstract:

This study investigates, through research and analysis, a topic of great
importance in the field of media studies in general, and the field of
semiological research in particular. It attempts to reveal the semantic
receptacles that appeal to the advertising discourse related to commercials
of alternative medicine products on Arab satellite channels. This study also
aims at exploring various implicit persuasive methods and mechanisms of
attracting, influencing and persuading the recipient; in addition to
identifying the most important strategies and creative approaches employed
by the same commercials, based on some mental and emotional
determinants, and based on the popular and socio-cultural heritage, as well
as the religious beliefs in the society.

From this point of view, this study attempts to answer the following main
question: What are the persuasive methods and mechanisms imbedded in
the commercials for alternative medicine products on Arab satellite
channels?.

The following related sub-questions are as follows:

1. What are the persuasive methods and approaches, related to form and
content, which are used in making commercials for alternative medicine
products on Arab satellite channels?.

2. What is the language used in presenting these commercials? And does
language - as a persuasive method - give an additional meaning in
commercials?.

3. What is the nature of the persuasive methods adopted in making
commercials to convince the recipient of the efficiency of alternative
medicine products?.

4. What are the most important strategies and creative approaches
employed by commercials of alternative medicine products on Arab
satellite channels?.

5. What are the most important techniques and technical templates
employed in building and drafting commercials of alternative medicine
products on Arab satellite channels?.

6. Did the commercials of alternative medicine products on the Arab
satellite channels have a rhetorical meaning or not?.

7. Are the commercials of alternative medicine products received on Arab
satellite channels in accordance with the most important rules of iconic
communication in terms of employing semantic, artistic and creative
dimensions in the advertisement design process?.

8. Are the commercials of alternative medicine products in line with the
popular and cultural heritage, as well as religious beliefs of the
community? Were the images deep in their representation of the recipient’s
“image” or not?.
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9. What are the persuasive needs and strings imbedded in the advertising
discourse of alternative medicine products on Arab satellite channels?.

In order to understand the mechanisms of building and operating this
advertising discourse, and to examine its artistic, aesthetic, semantic,
expressive, rhetorical and persuasive forms, this study employed the
semiological analysis method, in addition to employing a network of
advertising image analysis approaches including the descriptive approach,
the systemic approach, the ecological approach, and the semiological
approach, on a corpus of eight (8) commercials as follows:

1. The first image: “A soft recipe for delayed childbearing for men” on the
Arabic satellite “Dzair 03.”

2. The second image: “Al-Saridy’s herbs for the treatment of sickle-cell
anemia” on the Arabic satellite channel “Konouz El Djana”.

3. The third image: “Ibn Al-Shanfara’s herb for the treatment of diabetes”
on the Arabic satellite “Al-Fajr”.

4. Fourth image: “A soft recipe for delayed childbearing” on the Arabic
satellite channel “Dazair 03”.

5. The fifth image: “Bayt El Hikma’s Natural Fattening” on the Arabic
satellite channel “Bayt El Hikma”.

6. The sixth image: “Al-Saridy’s antidote” on the Arabic satellite “Ibn
Sina”.

7. The seventh image: “Al-Saridy’s herbs for the treatment of blood cancer
with natural herbs” on the Arabic satellite “E-Daa wa E-Dawaa”.

8. The eighth image: “The Golden Drop Oil” on the Arabic satellite “Dzair
03”.

After analyzing the structure of commercials of alternative medicine

products broadcasted on Arab satellite channels and approaching them

semiologically, the study revealed the following results:

First - Results of technical or structural analysis:

These commercials were characterized by a random presentation that did
not adhere to the rules of iconic communication and advertising artistic
design. This randomness was embodied in the employment of the color
code, the photographs (framing), the distribution of signs and units, the
placement of the visual center, and the background.

Secondly, Results of the iconographic analysis:

Commercials of alternative medicine products on Arab satellite channels
employed many persuasive approaches and methods in order to persuade
the recipient, including:

A- Entrances and persuasive methods related to the shape of the
commercial; included the images and colors, lighting and shooting
techniques, and characters.
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B- Methods and approaches related to the content of the commercial,
included: Fear of health, tendency to saving money, tendency to thrift
and making less effort.

The commercials employed the following persuasive techniques:

The need for health, the love of thrift, religious beliefs, intimidation, and

the need for food and drink.

Commercials have adopted a mixture of mental and emotional

persuasiveness in advertising for alternative medical products as follows:

A- Rational appeal: which addresses the mental component of the recipient
by presenting the practical or functional needs of the commodity, and it
included winning the competitive advantage, the price, and the news.

B- Emotional appeal: which focuses on psychological and social needs by
addressing the emotional component; it includes the use of slogans, the
use of linguistic methods, the method of imagination and reaction,
prestige, the acquiescence of warmth, and the use of the religious
component.

C- Soliciting intimidation: This type of solicitation focuses on arousing
emotions in the recipient, so the content in these commercials focuses
on the dangers that the recipient may be exposed to.

Advertising for alternative medicine products employed the following

creative and rhetorical strategies:
- Copy-Strategy
- Creative work plan
- Star Strategy
- Unique Selling Point
- Brand position.

- Brand Image.

The sample commercials included many artistic styles and templates that

aimed to attract attention and arouse interest through the following:
1. Technical methods:

Included the explanatory style, the clarification style, the descriptive style,

the theater style, the news style, the exemplification style, the lifestyle, the

identity building style, the body language style, the slogan style, the TV
commentary style, the use of arguments, the repetition and reinforcement
style, the language style, problem and solution method, and the analogy
method.

2. Artistic templates:

Included the presentation template, official speaker template, facts

depiction template, cartoon drawing template, recommendation template,

and slide template.

Third - Linguistic analysis results

These commercials embodied the two most important functions-

consolidation and alternation. The consolidation function, which identified



and targeted the meanings to be conveyed to the recipient, emerged through
some of the units including the title, descriptive function and conclusion.
To complement this functional aspect, the alternation function emerged in
these missions to compensate for the expressive deficiencies in the images,
which was evident in the linguistic messages that were concerned with
describing the characteristics and advantages of alternative medical
products.

Keywords: mechanisms of persuasion, commercials, semiology, Arab
satellite channels, alternative medicine.
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Resumé:

L'étude surveille et analyse une question trés importante dans les
etudes d'information générale et le domaine de recherche siémiologique,
car les dimensions de cette étude sont lancées a partir d'une tentative de
divulgation du discours sémantique d'élevage li€é aux communications
composites des produits de meédecine alternative dans le satellite arabe.
produits, comme Trom avec étude Les différentes méthodes et
mécanismes persuasifs qui y sont implicites afin d'attirer, d'influencer et
de persuader le destinataire, En plus d'identifier les stratégies et les
approches créatives les plus importantes qui ont été employées par les
mémes messages publicitaires, sur la base de certains déterminants
mentaux et émotionnels, et sur la base de [utilisation du magasin
populaire, a travers l'analyse des approches: descriptive et éconique,
L'approche sémiologique.

Mots clés: mécanismes de persuasion, messages publicitaires,

sémiologie, chaines satellitaires arabes, médecine alternative.
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